
UK COMPANY INSIGHTS

A Strategic Guide to Understanding Company 
Structures, Administration Processes, Financial 
Metrics



FOREWORD

In an era where data drives decisions, understanding the 
specifics of the UK's company ecosystem is vital. This 
white paper equips you with the essential knowledge to 
effectively interpret UK company data and transform it 
into reliable business intelligence. 

We invite you to explore these insights and enhance your 
understanding of the UK data landscape. 
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
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• As of Q2 2025, around 11.3 million companies are registered in the UK, with a new 
business launched approximately every 75 seconds (→ p. 7)  This exceptionally high 
volume of businesses relative to the population—just 6 inhabitants per company—
reflects a thriving entrepreneurial culture supported by fast, low-cost registration 
processes. However, this ease of entry comes with trade-offs. This situation have led 
to many entities closing soon after formation and raising questions about the long-
term sustainability of the business base.

• From the legal entity aspect, the landscape is overwhelmingly standardized, with over 
97% of active companies operating as private limited companies (Ltd.), offering 
simplicity and investor familiarity but limiting structural variety. Sectorally, the 
economy is dominated by services, which account for 81% of total economic output 
(GVA), while industries like manufacturing, agriculture, and construction play smaller 
roles. Geographically, many businesses are registered in rural or urban areas—often for 
administrative convenience—regardless of where they actually operate.

• Analyzing UK company data also requires navigating specific challenges in financial 
reporting. Around 90% of UK companies report under UK GAAP, which allows for 
abbreviated disclosures—especially among small businesses—resulting in reduced 
data availability. 

• To accurately assess a company’s health and risk in today’s complex business 
environment, surface-level indicators like base share capital are rarely sufficient. 
Instead, deeper signals—such as overdue filings, frequent director changes, or early 
signs of insolvency—offer significantly more predictive value. 

• Complicating matters further, many official filings are still published as scanned 
documents, making them difficult to analyze without advanced tools. Platforms like 
North Data help bridge this gap by structuring and making these critical insights 
accessible.

The UK’s corporate environment is at once expansive, 
fast-moving, and structurally unique—characterized by 

high business formation volumes, simplified legal 
frameworks, limited financial transparency, and 

notable challenges in data quality and interpretation.



1.1 Company Landscape Overview
Business activity across Europe and the UK—formation, growth, 
shutdowns  and geographic trends

1.2 Sector & Legal Form Analysis
Breakdown by UKSIC codes and legal structures—what dominates 
and why

1.3 Ease of Company Registration & Risks
Fast-track processes, fraud concerns, and implications for data 
integrity

1.4 Transparency & Reporting Standards
UK GAAP, filing expectations, and implications for data quality
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France UK Germany Netherlands Denmark

Total number of companies (active , liquidated, terminated) and 
inhabitants per country in millions  (Q2 2025)

Number of inhabitants (2025)⁽¹⁾ Number of companies

COMPANY LANDSCAPE ACROSS EUROPE
Number of inhabitants per company varies significantly across Europe.

Inhabitants per Company Ratio — What Does It 
Mean?
This ratio reflects how many people there are per registered 
company in each country. A lower ratio suggests that 
companies are more widespread or accessible relative to the 
population.
• France has one of the lowest ratios (2.5 inhabitants per 

company), driven by mandatory registration policies and 
a strong entrepreneurial environment⁽²⁾.

• The UK follows with 6.0, indicating a relatively high 
number of companies per capita.

• Germany shows a higher ratio (17.1), pointing to fewer 
companies relative to its population size, despite being 
Europe’s largest economy – possibly  influenced by the 
fact that many small businesses (e.g., sole 
proprietorships, freelancers, GbRs) are not required to 
register in the Handelsregister.

• The Netherlands leads with the lowest overall ratio (2.4), 
reflecting a dense company landscape in a smaller 
country.

• Denmark (2.9) shows a similarly strong presence of 
companies across its population.

5Sources: (1) Worldmeter (2025), European Countries by Populations , (2) North Data (2025), Why are there so many companies available for France? 
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https://www.worldometers.info/population/countries-in-europe-by-population/
https://help.northdata.com/en/center/why-are-there-so-many-companies-available-for-france-1
https://help.northdata.com/en/center/why-are-there-so-many-companies-available-for-france-1


THE UK'S DYNAMIC COMPANY LANDSCAPE
The UK’s business scene shows high level of company churn and strong service sector dominance.

11.3M
Total Companies

The total number of companies in 
the UK as of Q2 (2025)⁽¹⁾

5.6M
Active 

50% of total

124K
In Liquidation

1% of total

5.5M
Terminated

49% of total

81%

9%

6%

0.4% 3.6%

Sectoral Share of UK Economic Output (GVA) in 
2024⁽³⁾

Services Manufacturing Construction Agriculture Other

The UK's flexible environment for company 
formation encourages fast-paced entrepreneurship 

supported by low barriers to entry. In fact, data 
shows that a business is started in the UK every 75 

seconds⁽²⁾. However, this also leads to many 
businesses closing rapidly, highlighting a fragile 

business environment.

Sources: (1) North Data (2025) Data used for this chart were obtained from North Data’s company activity records, (2) UK Industrial Strategy: a leading destination to invest and grow, (3) Service Industries, Manufacturing Industries, Construction industry, 
Total income from farming in the UK in 2024, 

The UK economy is overwhelmingly service-driven, 
with the services sector contributing 81% of total 

economic output (gross value added/GVA — the value 
of goods and services minus input costs), while non-
service industries make up just 19%, highlighting a 

sectoral imbalance.
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https://www.northdata.com/
https://www.northdata.com/
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5a75559fe5274a3cb28699b5/uk-industrial-strategy-international-brochure-single-pages.pdf
https://researchbriefings.files.parliament.uk/documents/SN02786/SN02786.pdf
https://researchbriefings.files.parliament.uk/documents/SN05206/SN05206.pdf
https://www.ons.gov.uk/businessindustryandtrade/constructionindustry
https://www.ons.gov.uk/businessindustryandtrade/constructionindustry
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/total-income-from-farming-in-the-uk/total-income-from-farming-in-the-uk-in-2024#:~:text=In%202024%2C%20agriculture's%20contribution%20to,in%20GVA%20compared%20to%202023.


UK BUSINESS GROWTH SLOWS AS CLOSURES RISE
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Annual Company Activity in the UK (2010–2024)⁽¹⁾

Registered companies Terminated companies YoY growing rate (%) of total
• 1. 2010-2013: UK business activity saw rapid 

expansion, with company registrations surging and 
growth rate  peaking at over 5% in 2013.

• 2. 2014-2017: from 2014 onward, rising terminations 
began to erode net gains. By 2016, growth slowed 
significantly, affected by mounting closures and 
post-Brexit uncertainty. 

• 3. 2018-2020: A brief rebound came in 2020 after 
2018, as pandemic-related support (SEISS)⁽²⁾, led to 
a spike in new businesses and fewer closures. Yet, 
this proved short-lived.

• 4. 2021-2024: terminations steadily climbed, and by 
2024, growth rate dropped to just 1.28% — its lowest 
in over a decade. The data highlights a critical shift: 
the UK’s business challenge is no longer starting up 
— it’s staying up.

The UK’s business challenge isn’t starting up — it’s staying up. 
With small growth close to zero, the real opportunity lies in helping companies 

last, not just launch.

While new company registrations have increased over time, a sharp rise in terminations has steadily eroded 
company growth rate in the UK.

7
Source: (1) North Data (2025). Data used for this graph were obtained from North Data’s company activity records., (2) GOV UK(2022), Self-Employment Income Support Scheme (SEISS), 
Note: The YoY Growth Rate (%) is derived from the “Total Company Count” per Year. This total is calculated by using accumulated annual net change (number of registered companies - the number of terminated companies ) to the previous year's total:.
Thus: YoY Growth Rate (%) = ((Total Companies in Current Year − Total Companies in Previous Year) / Total Companies in Previous Year) × 100

https://www.northdata.com/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/self-employment-income-support-scheme-screening-equality-impact-assessment/self-employment-income-support-scheme-seiss
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/self-employment-income-support-scheme-screening-equality-impact-assessment/self-employment-income-support-scheme-seiss
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/self-employment-income-support-scheme-screening-equality-impact-assessment/self-employment-income-support-scheme-seiss
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/self-employment-income-support-scheme-screening-equality-impact-assessment/self-employment-income-support-scheme-seiss
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/self-employment-income-support-scheme-screening-equality-impact-assessment/self-employment-income-support-scheme-seiss


Although registrations and terminations fluctuate in the UK in 2024, the effect was minimal — the overall number 
of companies remains mostly stable.

UK’S COMPANY ACTIVITY  IN 2024
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Company Activity in the UK (2024) )⁽¹⁾

Registered companies Terminated companies MoM growing rate (%) of total

The UK’s 2024 business landscape shows steady churn — plenty of startups, 
but just as many closures, leaving overall growth nearly flat.

8

In 2024, company activity in the UK showed 
limited dynamism, with minimal changes in the 
total number of companies. Registrations peaked 
in April but declined sharply in the following 
months, while terminations fluctuated, spiking 
notably in July, October, and December. The 
Month-over-Month (MoM) growth rate remained 
within a very narrow band—consistently between 
+0.3% and -0.3%, and the overall change in 
company count throughout the year stayed within 
a very low range of approximately ±1% over the 
year indicating a stagnant or saturated market. 
The most significant contraction occurred in 
December, likely due to year-end administrative 
closures.

Source: (1) North Data (2025). Data used for this graph were obtained from North Data’s company activity records.
Note: The MoM Growth Rate (%) is derived from the “Total Company Count” per month. This total is calculated by using accumulated the monthly net change (number of registered companies minus the number of terminated companies) to the previous month's 
total. Thus: YoY Growth Rate (%) = ((Total Companies in Current Month − Total Companies in Previous Month) / Total Companies in Previous Month) × 100

https://www.northdata.com/


WHERE UK COMPANIES REGISTER: GEOGRAPHIC 
BREAKDOWN
Company registrations are concentrated in rural and urban areas, revealing a gap between registration and operation.

Oregon

Rural

%43 %41

Urban

While major urban hubs like Greater London (1.3M) and the 
West Midlands (2.3M) show high registration numbers, our 
area-type classification (urban, suburban, rural) reveals also 
most companies are 'rurally registered’.  This occurs because 
registration locations often do not reflect actual business 
operations.  
Companies commonly register in rural areas (e.g., small towns, 
PO boxes) for administrative ease, tax benefits, or virtual office 
services⁽²⁾, even if their operations are in dense urban centres.  
This administrative centralization consequently skews the rural 
count upward. 

Sources: (1) North Data (2025). Data used for this illustrate were obtained from North Data’s company activity records., (2) Regus (2024), Can you register a business to a virtual office?
Note: Classification based on geographic and functional characteristics, adapted from the UK ONS 2021 Rural Urban Classification. Urban includes counties with settlements over 100,000; Suburban refers to commuter belt areas; all others are classified as Rural. 
Aggregated at county level for business registration analysis.

Centre for Cities looks at economic activity, not 
just registration. A business can operate in 

London but be registered in Cornwall.

Wales
175k

England
4.9M

Scotland
327k

N. Ireland
88k

Greater 
Manchester

202k

West 
Midlands

2.3M

Greater 
London

1.3M

Kent
169k

Essex
154k

Yorkshire
157k

Company Distribution by Area Type

Company Registration Numbers  by UK Countries and English 
Counties (Active Companies) in 2024⁽¹⁾
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https://www.northdata.com/
https://www.regus.com/en-us/virtual-offices/can-you-register-a-business-to-a-virtual-office
https://www.regus.com/en-us/virtual-offices/can-you-register-a-business-to-a-virtual-office


SECTORAL INSIGHTS OF UK COMPANY LANDSCAPE
UKSIC data mirrors economic output trends—The UK has undergone a long-term economic restructuring, shifting from 
industrial production to a service-based economy.

0.20%

0.31%

0.32%

0.77%

1.92%

2.31%

2.90%

3.71%

4.15%

4.26%

4.43%

5.13%

7.67%

8.13%

10.07%

10.12%

12.25%

13.56%

Public administration and defence

Water supply, and waste management

Electricity, gas and steam

Agriculture, Forestry & Fishing

Education

Arts, entertainment and recreation

Transportation and storage

Financial and insurance activities

Human health and social work activities

Manufacturing

Other service activities

Accommodation and food service activities

Administrative and support service activities

Information and communication

Construction

Real estate activities

Professional, scientific and technical activities

Wholesale and retail trade

Without UKSIC 7,57%

A notable 7.57% of companies are classified as "Without UKSIC", which could indicate unclassified businesses, new registrations yet 
to be fully categorized, or specific types of entities not fully captured by the standard classification at the time of data extraction.

UKSIC Sectoral Composition of Active Companies (%)⁽¹⁾
(Total number of active companies: 5,583,000)

10Source: (1) North Data (2025). Data used for this graph were obtained from North Data’s UKSIC code data, (2) ONS (2017), Changes in the economy since the 1970s.

• In 1970, services made up 56% of the UK 
economy; by 2016, this had risen to 80%, 
reflecting the effects of 
deindustrialization, global competition, 
automation, and privatization ⁽²⁾.

• Currently, most UK companies are 
concentrated in a few densely populated 
service sectors, particularly in 
professional, scientific, and technical 
services; retail; information and 
communication; and real estate, 
according to UKSIC data.

• Traditional sectors like manufacturing 
and agriculture represent only a small 
portion of active business entities.

https://www.northdata.com/
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/#chat/dm/wVkZk8AAAAE
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/#chat/dm/wVkZk8AAAAE
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/#chat/dm/wVkZk8AAAAE


Rank Company Name Industry
Revenue

(£ in billion) ⁽²⁾ 
HQ

1 Shell plc Oil & Gas 222.3 London

2 BP plc Oil & Gas 147.9 London

3 Tesco plc Retail 69.9 Welwyn 
Garden 

City 

4 Unilever plc Consumer Goods 51.4 New Ferry

5 HSBC Holdings plc Banking 51.5 London

6 Astrazeneca plc Pharmaceuticals 42.3 Cambridge

7 RIO Tinto plc Mining 42.0 London

8 J Sainsbury plc Retail 32.8 London

9 Compass Group plc Consumer Services 32.8 Chertsey

10 Standard Chartered plc Banking 32.3 London

PILLARS OF THE UK ECONOMY: 
INSIGHTS FROM THE TOP 10 COMPANIES 
Leading UK companies by 2024 revenue underscore the nation's economic strength, driven by energy, financial 
services, and diverse industrial leadership.

An analysis of the UK's top 10 companies by revenue, based on 
2024 reported figures, provides a compelling snapshot of the 
nation's economic strengths and global positioning. While 
financial services are represented, the broader dominant UK 
service industry, such as consulting or IT services, is not 
prominently reflected within these top 10 by revenue. 
The list highlights several key sectors:
▪ Energy Sector Leaders: Companies like Shell and BP 

underscore the UK's enduring strength and global influence in 
the energy market, highlighting significant capital and 
operational scale.

▪ Robust Financial Services: HSBC and Standard Chartered 
demonstrate London's status as a leading global financial 
hub, a critical pillar of the UK's economy.

▪ Diverse Industrial Strengths: Beyond traditional sectors, the 
inclusion of Tesco and Sainsbury, Unilever, Rio Tinto,  and 
Compass Group showcases the breadth of the UK's 
economic base, serving both domestic and international 
markets.

▪ Innovation & Global Reach: The presence of pharmaceuticals 
(AstraZeneca) and consumer goods (Unilever) highlights the 
UK's commitment to innovation and its capacity to foster 
globally competitive, knowledge-intensive industries.

Source: Exchange Rates: (1) USD to GBP; (2) EUR to GBP from Deutsche Bundesbank.
Note: Original numbers were converted using the average USD and EUR exchange rates from the year 2024. 11

Top 10 Publicly Listed UK Companies by Reported Revenue in 2024⁽¹⁾

https://www.northdata.com/Shell%20plc,%20London/Companies%20House%2004366849
https://www.northdata.com/BP%20plc,%20London/Companies%20House%2000102498
https://www.northdata.com/Tesco%20plc,%20Welwyn%20Garden%20City/Companies%20House%2000445790
https://www.northdata.com/Unilever%20plc,%20New%20Ferry/Companies%20House%2000041424
https://www.northdata.com/HSBC%20Holdings%20plc,%20London/Companies%20House%2000617987
https://www.northdata.com/Astrazeneca%20plc,%20Cambridge/Companies%20House%2002723534
https://www.northdata.com/RIO%20Tinto%20plc,%20London/Companies%20House%2000719885
https://www.northdata.com/J%20Sainsbury%20plc,%20London/Companies%20House%2000185647
https://www.northdata.com/Compass%20Group%20plc,%20Chertsey/Companies%20House%2004083914
https://www.northdata.com/Standard%20Chartered%20plc,%20London/Companies%20House%2000966425
https://www.zoll.de/SiteGlobals/Forms/KursSuche/NotierteWaehrungen/KurseSuche_Formular_NotierteWaehrung.html?nn=149124&kursart2.HASH=91095048b8cae1cea7e61ea4f39d93a661047ef66beb&kursart2=1&startdatum_notierte_waehrungen=2025-06-11&iso2code_notierte_waehrungen.GROUP=1&enddatum_notierte_waehrungen=2025-06-11
https://www.bundesbank.de/resource/blob/810504/76279f3a191c54aff3857985cebcdc2c/472B63F073F071307366337C94F8C870/iv-uebersicht-ueber-die-waehrungen-der-welt-data.pdf
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THE UK'S LEGAL FORM BREAKDOWN
Most UK companies choose the Ltd. model for its simplicity, low setup costs, and no need for base share capital.

Legal Form Distribution in the UK
(105 unique legal forms in total)⁽¹⁾

Ltd. (97.0%) 
Private company

LLP (1.0%) 
Limited Liability Partnership

LP (0.5%)
Limited Partnership

Trust (0.1%) 
Charities

Plc (0.1%) 
Public Limited Company

• Easy setup for entrepreneurs ⁽²⁾:The Ltd. model 
reduces legal and administrative complexity, making 
it easier for startups and small businesses to register 
and operate. In addition, there is no base share 
capital needed to set up a Ltd. In the UK (→ p. 16), 
which means low financial commitment. 

• Trust & familiarity for investors: Its standardized 
structure is well-known among investors and banks, 
speeding up due diligence and supporting business 
growth.

• Less flexibility for alternatives: The dominance of Ltd. 
companies can limit room for alternative models like 
cooperatives, charities, or hybrid forms that need 
different legal structures.

• Global simplicity with limits: Internationally, the Ltd. 
format is clear and reliable—but may lack the custom 
legal structures some cross-border entities require.

Source: : (1) North Data (2025). Data used for this illustration were obtained from North Data’s company records, (2) Binderr (2025) Advantages of Incorporating a Company in the UK. 12

More than 96% of active companies in the UK are registered 
as “Ltd” companies (a total of 5.4 million!)

https://www.northdata.com/
https://binderr.com/marketplace/uk/advantages-of-incorporating-a-company-in-the-uk
https://binderr.com/marketplace/uk/advantages-of-incorporating-a-company-in-the-uk


UK COMPANY REGISTRATION: FAST, OPEN, AND 
FRAGILE
The UK’s centralized and accessible company registration system provides a model of speed and transparency—but its 
minimal checks and low entry barriers highlight vulnerabilities.

Registration Basics

• Centralized company register: 
Companies House

• Scope: Mandatory for most 
corporate entities. Certain non-
corporate structures (e.g., 
partnerships, foundations) may 
not register here

• Other Relevant Registers: HMRC 
(Employer Identification 
Associations), Charity 
Commission (Trusts)

• Organization types: Universities, 
schools, partnerships, and tax 
firms/tax advisors can still 
appear as company data.

Documentation

• Companies House Form
• Memorandum of 

Association
• Articles of Association
• No ID required for online 

registration.
• Note: At the Companies 

House, Documents are 
shown as image files, not 
PDFs.

Cost & Time ⁽¹⁾⁽²⁾

Past Fee: £12
Now: £50 online, £71 by 
mail

Processing Time
• 24 hours (online)
• 4–5 days (by mail)

Sources: (1) Companies House fees (2025), (2) Register your company (2025), (3) The Guardian (2022) Crisis at UK’s Companies House as fake directors and fraudsters flourish

• Efficiency & Accessibility: 
UK company registration 
is fast, low-cost, and 
streamlined, with minimal 
bureaucracy.

• Key Challenge: However, 
limited ID checks and low 
entry barriers have fueled 
a rise in fraudulent 
registrations⁽³⁾.

• Consequence: This 
undermines data integrity 
and erodes public trust in 
the register.

Paradox

The UK benefits from a single, centralized, and publicly accessible company register via Companies House, offering easy access to incorporation details, 
financials, and director data—unlike Germany’s fragmented system, where data is spread across sources like the Handelsregister and Bundesanzeiger.

13

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/companies-house-fees/companies-house-fees
https://www.gov.uk/limited-company-formation/register-your-company#:~:text=Your%20company%20is%20usually%20registered,you're%20the%20only%20director)
https://www.theguardian.com/business/2022/dec/03/crisis-uk-companies-house-fake-directors-fraud
https://www.theguardian.com/business/2022/dec/03/crisis-uk-companies-house-fake-directors-fraud


• Tailored for private 
companies and SMEs.

• Offers tiered standards: FRS 
102 (small), FRS 105 (micro-
entities).

• Simpler disclosure and less 
detailed financials.

• Supports abbreviated filings 
(e.g., no turnover required 
under FRS 105).

• Favored for cost-
effectiveness and regulatory 
flexibility.

UK FINANCIAL REPORTING: ACCOUNTING 
STANDARDS AND THEIR IMPACT ON DATA

90%
10%

• Mandatory for publicly 
listed companies.

• Globally aligned with 
investor-focused 
standards.

• Requires detailed 
disclosures (EPS, 
segments, OCI, leases).

• High comparability across 
borders.

• Best suited for large or 
international firms.UK GAAP 

IFRS

Most UK companies use UK GAAP, leading to limited financial detail and greater reliance on estimates compared to IFRS.

The predominance of UK GAAP allows simplified financial reporting—resulting in more limited 

financial data availability and a higher reliance on estimated figures in our database..

Source: UK Department for Business, Innovation and Skills (2011). Amendment of restrictions for companies moving between IFRS and UK GAAP: Impact Assessment. 14

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5a79593640f0b642860d7529/11-1195-amendment-restrictions-for-companies-impact-assessment.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5a79593640f0b642860d7529/11-1195-amendment-restrictions-for-companies-impact-assessment.pdf
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FROM COMPANY DATA TO 
INFORMED STRATEGIES

2.1 Beyond Capital: Smarter Risk Signals
Why minimum share capital isn’t enough—and what to track 
instead

2.2 Transforming Scanned UK Company Fillings 
Turning scanned PDFs and raw documents into structured, 
searchable data
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BEYOND SUPERFICIAL METRICS: ACCURATE RISK 
ASSESSMENT IN THE UK'S BUSINESS LANDSCAPE

“Base share capital” alone cannot be is sufficient indicator for financial health of companies.

31%

36%

10%

1%

19%

3%

Distribution of Base Share Capital for UK Ltd. Companies 
(96% active) ⁽1⁾.

£100 £1 £100> <£1 £1-£100 unknown

Financial KPIs like base share capital offer initial insights 
into a company's standing but are insufficient on their 
own. Notably, the UK has no statutory minimum share 
capital, with companies forming with as little as £1, unlike 
Germany's €25,000 requirement ⁽1⁾.

To assess a company’s economic health, more reliable 
signals include:
• Overdue filings (late payment culture)
• Liquidation proceedings
• Liquidity issues (e.g., low cash vs. high short-term 

liabilities)
• Negative equity or high debt
• Dormant status
• Sudden leadership or director changesA £100 share capital is common and not a meaningful 

indicator solely of financial strength or risk.

Source: (1) North Data (2025). Data used for this chart were obtained from North Data’s company records.
Note: (1) While Germany does offer the UG ("mini-GmbH") as a low-capital alternative starting at €1, it carries an obligation to build up reserves to €25,000 over time.
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COMPANY INSIGHTS FROM SCANNED FILINGS

North Data turns scanned UK company filings into searchable, useful data.

In the UK, official company filings from Companies 
House are shared as scanned PDF images, which are 
difficult to read and process.
This poses a major challenge for data providers:
• No embedded text
• Inconsistent formatting
• High risk of OCR (optical character recognition) 

errors

Despite this barrier, North Data offers visibility into 
company filings that many others can miss. Users 
benefit from having access to key signals—such as 
overdue filings, director changes, or liquidation notices—
even when these are buried in scanned forms.

What can be missed, North Data captures—
transforming unreadable scans into actionable 

insights.
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CONCLUSION

1

2

3

1. Surface-Level Visibility

At first glance, UK company data 
seems easy to analyze—thanks to a 

centralized Companies House 
system, low registration barriers, and 

a standardized Ltd. structure. With 
over 11 million registered entities and 

rapid online setup, the landscape 
appears straightforward, transparent, 

and highly accessible.

2. Beneath the Surface

However, beneath the surface, the UK 
company data reveals complexity. 

Many UK companies dissolve shortly 
after forming, often registering with 

rural or virtual addresses that obscure 
true operations. A heavy service-
sector focus and dominant Ltd. 

structure limit diversity, while 
simplified UK GAAP reporting and 

scanned filings make deeper analysis 
difficult.

3.The Hidden Reality

True business health and risk lie even 
deeper. Critical signals—overdue 
filings, liquidation proceedings, 

sudden director changes, dormant 
status—are buried in unstructured 

documents. These are often missed 
or misunderstood without contextual 

tools.
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North Data dives into these hidden layers, turning hard-to-
process filings into structured, searchable intelligence.
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